
AMS Chairman Dr Mohamed 
Mukadam also delivered one 
of the key note addresses, an 
extract of which can be 
found overleaf.  

LONDON  
 
AMS UK Shura members at-
tended the Keeping Faith in 
the System Conference in 
November with Mufti Hamid 
Patel of Tauheedul Islam Girls 
School, Blackburn delivering 
an enthusiastically received 
workshop on Community 
Cohesion.  
To further emphasise the point 
that Muslim Schools along 
with other faith schools are 
preparing children and young 
adults for life in the UK key-
note speaker Ed Balls, Secre-
tary of State for Children, 
Schools and Families said;  
 

 þ...the vibrancy, dyna-
mism and success of 
schools with a religious 
character has never been 
stronger. Iüve seen for 
myself how faith schools 

are using their unique 
ethos to develop well -
rounded young people 
who have a strong sense 
of community and re-
spect for others ù includ-
ing those of different 
faiths and backgrounds.ÿ 

 

BIRMINGHAM 

The teacher training Inset for 
Community Cohesion took place 
on Monday 2nd November at 
Birchfield Independent Girls 
School (BIGS) in Birmingham. The 
main speakers at the event were 
Ghulam Abbas, Assistant Director 
for Community Cohesion at the 
DCSF and Maurice Coles, Project 
Director of the Islam & Citizenship 
Education (ICE) project. The Inset 
was well attended with teaching 
staff, governors and headteachers 
of various schools around the 

country in atten-
dance.  

Also speaking at the 
Inset were Angie 
Kotler from the 
Schools Linking Net-
work and Nargis 
Rashid from the Bir-
mingham LA.  

A full guide on Insets 
for all the hubs is on 
the Bulletin Board 
section of this news-
letter.  

AMS Chairman Dr Mohamed Mukadam at Faith in the System.  

KEEPING FAITH IN THE SYSTEM 
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F E A T U R E S 

ISLAMIC GIRLSü 

SCHOOL LEADS THE 

WAY                  

Jack Straw MP 

writes about Tau-

heedul Islam Girls 

School in Blackburn.  

IMPORTANCE OF A 

FAITH BASED ETHOS 

Dr Mohamed Muka-

damüs speech at 

Faith in the System.  

INSETS               

Teacher training on 

Community Cohe-

sion and Classroom 

Management.  

The Community Cohesion Inset  

www.ams - uk.org  
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The issue of faith schools and in 
particular Muslim Schools is 

never far from the headlines, 
especially nearing a general 

election, and so it was again as 
David Cameron sought to link 

two schools in the South East to 
extremism.  After a media frenzy 

in which it transpired that Mr 
Cameron got his facts wrong and 

both schools were exonerated, 
we must all take a moment to 

reflect upon the trials that Allah 
Almighty puts us through and 

how we should react.  The 
attacks and slurs that Muslim 
schools face are from those 

wishing to sow discord amongst 
the communities of the UK and 
we must all show the patience, 

grace and perseverance that 
was taught to us by our beloved 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, his family 

and followers.  

Chairmanüs Notes 

AN ISLAMIC GIRLSü SCHOOL 

TOP OF THE TABLES? 

BLACKBURN 

You might expect Priory 
Academy, Lincoln, or Wat-
ford Grammar School for 
Boys to be top of the tree 
for their exam results. But 
Tauheedul Islam Girls High 
School, Blackburn? Third -
best in the country with 98 
per cent of pupils getting 
five or more good GCSEs 
including maths and Eng-
lish. Whatüs going on? The 
school is not in a leafy sub-
urb, but in confined prem-
ises in the heart of Black-
burnüs inner-urban mill ter-
races. Tauheedul began as 
a private school 25 years 
ago and did well. But I had 
argued for years in opposi-
tion that if the country had 
Catholic, Anglican and 
Jewish faith schools then 
we either had to get rid of 
them all (bad idea) or to 
allow schools from all faiths 
to become state aided, 
provided they met the 
same criteria.   Tauheedul 
became a state - funded 
voluntary -aided school 
three years ago ú and it 
has really taken off. Whatüs 

its secret? There is no secret. 
Instead, as its chairman of 
governors, Kam Kothia, puts 
it, it has þa perfect combi-
nation ú committed par-
ents, committed students 
and, crucially, personalised 
learning.ÿ 

So all students are assessed 
when they arrive in Year 
Seven and a strategy is 
established to help them to 
achieve the best results 
possible.   Yes, the faith of 
the school does makes a 
big difference. An Ofsted 
report in 2006 praised not 

only its outstanding academic 
achievement but its spiritual 
and moral ethos. þThe com-
mitment to excellence and 
the values of Islam, which are 
at the heart of the school, 
shine out in many ways,ÿ it 
said. 

Jack Straw is Justice Sec-
retary and Labour MP for 
Blackburn  

Extracted from The Times Online  

A L - M A D A R I S  

Assalamu Alaikum Wa 
Rahmatulaahi Wa Barakatuku  ñ 

Wassalam  

Dr Mohamed Mukadam  
Chairman, AMS UK  

ñ 

Mufti Hamid Patel (left) is Principal of Tauheedul Islam Girls High School.  

If you wish to contact 
Tauheedul Islam Girls High 
School, please email  
 
tighs@blackburn.gov.uk  

HUB ACTIVITY 
MIDLANDS 
Since September the West Midlands has held INSETS on Classroom Management, Commu-
nity Cohesion and Gifted and Talented Pupils:  Strategies for Delivery  
 
The following Insets are to be held on:  
 
21st January  Outstanding Leadership  
1st February  Islam and Citizenship  
2nd  February  First Aid 
22nd  February  Special Education Needs  
19th  April   Teaching Outstanding Lessons  
TBC  Child Protection  
 
Pupil conferences for GCSE English and Mathematics, (Foundation and Higher Tier) also planned.  
Dates to be confirmed.  

An at a glance look at the 

local AMS hubs  

If you are interested in attending 
any of these INSETS please email  
 
info@ams- uk.org  

The Justice Secretary 
writes about Tauheedul 
Islam Girls High School  


